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	Job Title:
	Domestic Abuse Intervention Support Worker
	Travel Required:
	Own car required 

	Location:
	All Domestic Abuse Accommodation Site located in Sandwell
	Position Type:
	Full time


	Service area:
	Domestic Abuse Accommodation
	Level/Salary Range:
	£17.500	

	Responsible to:
	Head Of Accommodation Services
	Working Hours
	37.5 hours

	Special Conditions

	· Occasional work to oversee accommodation services out of hours – to be rota’d as appropriate 
· Attendance meetings 
· Attendance at training set out by Head of Accommodation services 


	Job Brief

	
Black Country Women’s Aid (BCWA) provides emergency accommodation for victims of violence and abuse in need of temporary safe accommodation. This is not considered a victims permanent home and the service will work within appropriate legislation Homeless Reduction Act 2017, Homelessness Act and Housing Act to ensure that BCWA fulfil their legal responsibilities.
The service is funded by Sandwell Council as part of their supported housing provision.
The service manages and provides 39 units of accommodation ranging from houses in multiple occupation, individual flats and houses as well as group schemes .The service is accessible 24 hours a day. The contract with the council places requirements on BCWA to prioritise residents from Sandwell in a 1st available void system after which accommodation can be provided to other victims in other areas. The service is required provide an active referral process, search and locate facility for victims who BCWA have not been able to accommodate to ensure that they too find a place of safety.
 This is a challenging role that requires, excellent interpersonal skills and the ability to engage with stakeholders, and clients on all levels. 


· Ensure the delivery of a high quality trauma informed service for victims of domestic abuse and their children leaving violence and abuse living in temporary accommodation;
· Ensuring that the accommodation is fit for purpose, meets health and safety requirements and is safe at all times
· Ensuring that the service is delivered using evidence based interventions and is outcome focused for women and children
· Ensuring that the service is delivered in line with current legislation, agreed procedures/protocols and performance targets
· Ensuring that services reflect the victims voice and that they are at the heart of everything that BCWA does
· Partnerships and maintaining positive relationships with all stakeholders



	Working for BCWA

	BCWA Values
	This role will be an ambassador for BCWA promoting the values of the organisation and all it stands for. The Domestic abuse intervention support worker must possess the leadership, skills and commitment to challenge abuse and violence within our society acknowledging that victims are faced with many barriers to living free from violence and abuse. Victims of violence are at the heart of everything we do.   BCWA listens, supports and cares 

	Commitment to safeguarding 
	Black Country Women’s Aid is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.




	Principle Duties

	1 
	Meeting the Strategic Objectives of Black Country Women’s Aid:
1. To be responsible for delivery and implementation of professional services that incorporate supportive and preventative strategies to equip service users/ victims/ survivors to keep them safe and free from abuse
2. To  be compliant with GDPR procedures and principles
3. To support the delivery and respond to innovative ways of working with victims of interpersonal violence based on good practice and evidence based research. 
4. To be an active participant of the relevant strategic plans( Accommodation Specific Service) plans to ensure that it is reflective of client’s needs; 
5. To represent the organization professionally at all times internally and externally maintaining the high standards and values BCWA holds;
6. To ensure that high standards of service are maintained and in accordance with the standards, policies and procedures of BCWA 
7. To support a culture and system that promote equality and values diversity;
8. To ensure that accommodation services  work as an effective team and are fully integrated internally and externally with all other BCWA services;
9. To work within the aims and objectives Black Country Women’s Aid.


	2
	Governance and Accountability 

· Formal reporting to the Head of Service as required 
· Formal reporting to external partners in line with agreed reporting framework for both internal and external performance management/monitoring
· Attendance at relevant stakeholder meetings ( where required) 
· Adherence to the policies and procedures of BCWA including BCWA case management procedures and regular case review reviewing standards of service, effectiveness of intervention and client feedback.
· Maintain accurate and confidential case management records and databases and contribute to monitoring information for the service.
· Comply with data protection legislation, confidentiality and information sharing policy and procedures and all legislation connected to your work.
· Remain up-to-date and compliant with all organisational procedures policies and professional codes of conduct and uphold standards of best practice
· Provides feedback to your clients/agencies.
· To ensure effective communication across all services and with other BCWA services and the Head of Accommodation services are informed at all times of any issues that affect the effective delivery services within this service.


	3
	General Housing Management
· Ensuring that the emergency accommodation is allocated to those meeting the eligibility criteria for refuge
· Ensuring that the accommodation allocated on a short term basis meets the client’s needs
· Ensuring that from the time of accepting the accommodation via self/ agency referral that all the necessary documentation and license agreement is completed with attention to detail 
· Ensuring that all clients are influence the development of the service to ensure that it is reflective of the changing needs of victims of violence and abuse
· Ensuring that complaints and issues are dealt with in accordance with BCWA policies and procedures.
· Ensure the smooth running of the accommodation particularly where facilities and buildings are shared with other clients
· Ensure that clients support needs are met and the risk of homelessness reduced.
· Responsible or the overall quality of service including the management and development of services where appropriate meeting external/ national standards
Intensive Housing Management
· Ensuring that all clients have had the license agreement and House Rules explained and they understand their legal, financial and occupancy responsibilities and assisting clients to abide by them.
· Ensuring that clients are fully aware of the consequences of a failure to abide by the license agreement and house rules or nonpayment of funds to cover their stay in the accommodation.
· Ensuring that all clients have an understanding of the charges incurred whilst living within the accommodation on a short term/license basis.
· Ensuring that all clients make the appropriate payments to cover their stay within the accommodation and payments are on time
· Ensure that clients have access to the correct welfare payments for funding of their stay within the accommodation including living costs, this includes assisting/making claims for housing benefit, universal credit, social/welfare loans ( this list is not exhaustive)
· Ensuring that where clients have no access to public funds that the appropriate applications are made to secure leave to remain/ access to financial support. This may include applications for DDV concessions or applications for other funds such as Children Act Section 17 (this list is not exhaustive).
· Ensuring that clients with rent arrears understand the consequences and their responsibilities and  work to reduce arrears and support with budgeting as appropriate within BCWA accommodation and/or other accommodation as this may influence their allocation to more secure accommodation.
Housing Services
· Ensuring that there is a regular inspection of accommodation to ensure that the accommodation is maintained to a high standard and swift turnover as demand is high avoiding delays in re-letting.
· Ensuring that any repairs or improvements are carried out and completed to a high standard.
· Ensuring that the fixtures and fittings are maintained to a high standard and replaced and costs reimbursed in line with the license agreement where appropriate.
· Ensuring that people are aware of their rights under their occupancy agreement.
· Offering advice and guidance on keeping property to a reasonable standard of hygiene
· Ensuring that there is a regular system of health and safety checks to ensure that the building, its contents and the clients/staff and contractors are kept safe at all times.
· Ensuring that clients know how to use equipment made available safely.
Security of the Accommodation
· Ensuring that clients are aware of the security systems and terms of the license agreement to fully comply and not compromise the security and safety of clients living within the schemes or singular accommodation 
· Ensure that there is the accommodations controlled access is appropriately managed ensuring that only has agreed clientele is on site at any time. 
· Ensuring management and oversight of all security measures including CCTV, door control entry, use of fobs. 
· Ensuring that all present on site are kept safe by monitoring visitors, including contractors and professionals, and by carrying out health and safety and risk assessments as appropriate.
· Ensuring the smooth running of the accommodation where there are multiple clients and their children. Addressing any tension, disputes and complaints in accordance with BCWA policies and procedures. 
Care and Support
· Ensure that all work is focused on building confidence and self-esteem to keep women and children safe in the immediate and longer term.
· Ensure the support is empowering to the client and assists them in recognising the features and dynamics of domestic abuse present in their situation, and help them regain control of their lives.
· Ensure respect and value the diversity of the community in which the services works in, and recognise the needs and concerns of a diverse range of survivors ensuring the service is accessible to all.
· Manage a case load ensuring each client receives the appropriate service individual to their needs.
· Ensure that all clients risks are identified and assessed using evidence based risk identification checklist. Where appropriate put in place short to medium crisis intervention whilst in short term accommodation but plan and prepare longer tem safety plans 
· Ensure that clients practical and support needs are identified and a joint support plan developed with clear lines of accountability and responsibility. The support plan should be empowering and achievements at the clients own pace.
· Ensure high quality advice and guidance facilitating a move to alternative/more secure accommodation enabling a stable and secure home.
· Ensuring access to a range of agencies both statutory and non-statutory for clients so the get the right help from the right agencies. Where necessary coordinate the support and assistance and take the Lead Professional role to ensure that the client gets the best service possible for herself/ and her children.
· Ensure provision of advocacy, emotional and practical support and information to victims including in relation to legal options, housing, health and finance.
· Work within multi-agency partnership structures and a multi-agency setting which includes referral and representation at MARAC’s. 
· Support colleagues and partner agencies, through awareness raising and institutional advocacy, in order to provide the best possible service for victims of domestic abuse. 
· Be responsible for the delivery of one to one and group work targeted domestic abuse intervention sessions.
· To participate in the delivery and evaluation of structured activities.  
· To work across the portfolio of accommodation sites as required. 

	4
	Being a part of an Effective Workforce
· To take responsibility for meeting contractual requirements 
· To be a part of a high quality support team working individually and collectively and being held to account for actions and decisions appropriate to position.
· To be an effective team member communicating effectively in a variety of ways.  Responsible for ensuring employees are communicated effectively e.g. team meetings
· To undertake appropriate training and development to ensure skills are updated and refreshed as appropriate.



	Safeguarding responsibilities  (the individual’s responsibility for promoting and safeguarding the welfare of children and young people they are responsible for, or come into contact with

	1 
	**All posts are subject to the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act (Exceptions Order) 1975.  It will be necessary for an enhanced disclosure to be made to the Criminal Records Bureau for details of any previous criminal convictions.

	2
	You will be responsible for ensuring safeguarding systems and safe working practices are embedded across all accommodation, responsible to ensure your own safeguarding training is up to date and that of staff you are responsible for 




	Important information   

	1 
	This job description will be subject to review as part of the annual appraisal process. The post holder will expected to be flexible in her development of the post and will participate fully in all discussions about the nature of her work and the tasks involved.

	2
	Black Country Women’s Aid is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of vulnerable adults, children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.

	3
	Any other duties which the Executive Director may feel necessary from time to time

	4
	Occupational Requirement under Schedule 9 (part 1) of the Equality Act 2010 applies. 
The post holder must be female in accordance with the Sex Discrimination Act 1975 Part 7 (2) (e)






Person Specification 
	Qualifications and Experience: You are required to: 


	1
	Educated to degree level or equivalent GCSEs English and Mathematics – Grade C or above

	2
	Evidence of continuing professional development and relevant professional qualifications/training

	3
	Experience of working in a professional environment as a manager/supervisor

	4
	Experience of working within homelessness/ supporting people/ care setting preferably within an accommodation setting

	5
	Experience of direct work with vulnerable adults responding to their needs

	6
	Experience of working within a formal contracting environment delivering/achieving against a specification and performance targets

	7
	Experience of staff management, supervision and performance development tools

	8
	Experience of working in partnership with external agencies and representing an organisation at stakeholder meetings

	9
	Experience of working with and involving stakeholders developing service specific consultation and involvement and translating them into actions




	Knowledge: You are required to: 

	1
	Knowledge of the issues facing women, children and young people affected by violence against women along with the ability to identify women’s individual and collective needs and provide one to one support and advice 

	2
	Knowledge and understanding of the impact of the nature of domestic abuse and its effects on victims and children and why perpetrators use abusive behaviors in relationships. 

	3
	Knowledge and understanding of the impact of domestic abuse on parenting.

	4
	Knowledge of Surrounding Vulnerabilities, such as Substance misuse and mental health problems and understanding of how to support victims and families with complex needs. 

	5
	Knowledge of the range of statutory and voluntary agencies with which victims of domestic abuse may come into contact. 

	6
	Knowledge and understanding of the criminal justice system in relation to domestic abuse and other legal options available. 

	7
	Knowledge of relevant Safeguarding Adults and Children legislation

	8
	Knowledge of Health and Safety, GDPR compliance and management 

	9
	Knowledge of homelessness legislation, access to public funds and other entitlements relevant to this client group/vulnerable/homeless people 

	10
	Experience in delivering workshops focusing on targeted domestic abuse interventions. 

	Skills/ and abilities: You are required to: 


	1
	Ability to understand contractual requirements and translate them into high quality service delivery 

	2
	Excellent communication skills with the ability to communicate effectively
· with service users and statutory, voluntary and other stakeholders
· verbally and in writing
· advocating for service users, raising awareness of gender violence issues and representing Black Country Women’s Aid

	3
	Ability to be creative “think outside the box”  to respond to changing needs and circumstances 

	4
	Ability to critically assess own and others performance and experience of delivering services to meet quality standards and agreed outcomes and outputs

	5
	Ability to analyse data and produce reports to a high specification

	6
	Ability to work independently and within a team, to plan and manage a complex workload, meet deadlines, problem-solve and respond to unplanned demands

	7
	A broad base of administrative skills including; Word, Powerpoint, Excel and using databases



	Character and Personal qualities: You will be required to: 


	1
	A feminist perspective on how gender, social, economic, race, cultural, linguistic, religious and sexual orientation issues may impact on people’s lives

	2
	Confident, assertive, positive individual committed to helping people achieve their potential and representing everything that Black Country Women’s Aid standards for 

	3
	Non-judgmental, non-directive and anti-discriminatory approach to empowering women

	4
	High level of self-motivation and integrity and an ability to think creatively with a ‘can-do’ attitude that can inspire others

	5
	Confident to challenge practice in a constructive and solution focused way and where necessary take formal action

	6
	Highly organized and efficient and able to manage time/tasks effectively  and respond to immediate pressures
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	Other Requirements: You will be required to: 


	1
	Have a current driving license and access to a vehicle

	2
	Able to work at evenings and weekends occasionally when required and to participate in the Out of hours On Call rota

	3
	Be eligible to work in the UK
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